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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Dear Members
Please see the Programme of Events for workshops and network meetings remaining in 2012. These workshops are linked
to Síolta and Aistear and this is included on the certificate of attendance. Members who attend two workshops from
Programme of Events 2012 will receive a third workshop complimentary.
I would like to thank the Executive Committee and the Team for their work and dedication in preparing and delivering this
programme of events on behalf of St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland.
Kate Gray Chairperson, St. Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland

Síolta – Requirements for
participation in the ECCE Scheme
Montessori principles are embedded in Síolta’and
Aistear quality frameworks and it is therefore
unnecessary and not obligatory to alter, adapt or
modify a quality Montessori programme to meet the
requirements for participation in the ECCE Scheme.
St Nicholas Montessori Society of Ireland provides
a certification and registration process for quality
Montessori programmes and provides an independent
verification of quality. A broad range of continuous
professional development opportunities with links
established to both Siolta and Aistear are also provided
and these will support you to meet your obligation to
deliver a programme which ‘adheres to the Principles
of Síolta’.
The following is an extract from an update from Early
Years Education Policy Unit (EYEPU) and the Childcare
Directorate of the Office for the Minister for Children
and Youth Affairs (OMCYA) which sets out clearly the
requirements.
“The ECCE sector has been experiencing a challenging
period of change since the announcement in April
2009 of direct State funding for a Free Preschool Year.
Síolta has been embedded into this initiative with
the requirement that participating preschool services
deliver a programme which ‘adheres to the Principles
of Síolta.”
“Undoubtedly many services will require support to
meet this obligation. And a collective effort from all
organisations in a position to offer such support is
welcome. However, participation in the Free Preschool
Year scheme does not require participation in the Síolta
Quality Assurance Programme nor does it require
practitioners to attend workshops on any of the 16
Síolta Standards. With CCCs, Voluntary Childcare
Organisations, State agencies and Government
Departments all working together within the Early
Childhood Care and Education Sector, the challenge
is to provide clear and consistent definitions on what
we mean when we talk about Síolta implementation
or about the Síolta Quality Assurance Programme. We
hope that this update will provide this clarity.”
Mina Walsh, St. Nicholas Montessori Society Ireland

Brain Development:
Girls and Boys Are Different
Dr. Anne Moir, Neuropsychologist
I have lost count of the time I’ve heard
mothers worrying about their sons not
learning to speak, read or write as fast
as their sisters or friends’ daughters.
There is now specific brain-based
research that proves these mums have
no need to worry about their sons’
slower developmental pace. There is
nothing wrong with the boys! Their
brains develop language abilities
much slower than girls. This, to me,
is one of the important findings of
neuropsychological research during
the past five years.
It has long been known from the research that girls generally
learn to walk, talk and read faster than boys. Females perform
better on verbal fluency, anagram solution and general tests of
verbal ability. These are, of course, generalisations and there are
always exceptions. And, as with all statistics, they can only be
used to highlight the probability of behavioural patterns, not to
predict individual performance. In the last five years, scientific
research has determined the overall brain-based cause for
learning pace differences between the sexes:

BRAIN MATURATION AND BRAIN SEX
DIFFERENCES

The brain matures at different rates in girls and boys. This is
especially true of the areas in the brain controlling language
and fine motor skills, which develop faster in girls. Conversely,
some areas of boys’ brains mature at a faster rate; for
example, those governing gross motor control, as evidenced
by most boys’ ability to kick a ball at an earlier age than
their sisters. Spatial ability also develops earlier in the male
brain. Young boys are generally going to be better at solving
three-dimensional puzzles and building things than their less
spatially aware female siblings.
l Girls: Verbal and fine motor control areas of the brain
mature 2-4 years ahead of the boys.
l Boys: Spatial ability and gross motor control areas of
the brain mature 2-4 years ahead of the girls.
Brain maturation is detectable even when the baby is still in
the mother’s womb, and the differences between the sexes
are manifest already.

What it means in the classroom?

What’s to be done?

These brain-based developmental differences have major
ramifications in early education. In our schools, where
such emphasis is placed on verbal ability and the skill to
write neatly, are we asking the boys to do things that their
brains are not ready for? As our research clearly shows,
early primary age schoolboys generally lack the fine motor
skills necessary to write the letters of the alphabet neatly. A
five- to seven-year-old boy is being asked to perform in the
classroom at a level for reading and writing that his brain
is not ready for.
Johnny sits next to little Jenny, who is doing it all so well
and being praised by the teacher. He can see that he is
not doing as well as she is and boys are competitive even
at that young age. So does the thought pass through his
mind: “I’m no good at this”, and he then either gives up or
plays up?
Sadly, many mothers have told me that their young boys’
liveliness and enthusiasm for going to school have been
dented very soon after starting their primary education. A
few weeks into school life, Johnny comes home all upset,
saying he doesn’t like school. Is that really so surprising
if the curriculum - exactly the same for boys and girls doesn’t allow Johnny and his mates to show off their
talents? We are asking them to sit still, write neatly, be
quiet. All easily achievable by Jenny and her friends but a
real stretch for Johnny’s gang!

Educationalists need to devise ways that allow boys
to shine in the area where their brains are developing specifically the gross motor control and spatial areas.
Johnny should be solving three-dimensional puzzles
and assembling things until the appropriate areas of his
brain have developed sufficiently to match Jenny’s neat
handwriting skills.
Girls generally do better in school than boys in nearly every
subject - and this is especially true in the early years of
education. Are we short-changing boys and girls because
educationalists have not even begun to apply their brainbased knowledge at this most fundamental level?
The brains or girls and boys are different in all sorts of
ways and it makes a difference to how they learn. Just
understanding those biological differences is a powerful
tool for any teacher.

Meeting Regulation 5 in the Montessori Classroom

Dr. Anne Moir, BSc (Hons); DPhil; HG Dip. is an expert in the rapidly developing science of neuropsychology. She is working in schools
helping teachers to use brain-based techniques to improve learning. She is author of three international bestselling books. Brain Sex:
The Real Difference between Men and Women, A Mind to Crime and Why Men Don’t Iron.
References
There are two good articles written by Dr Leonard Sax that pull together all the relevant research:
http://www.education.com/reference/article/Ref_Boys_Girls/ http://www.singlesexschools.org/research-brain.htm

Untimely Death of Sean Griffin
We have just heard that our esteemed and much-loved colleague Sean Griffin has passed away.
Sean was head of academic department St Nicholas Montessori College Ireland Dublin. We send our
condolences to Sean’s family in their loss. Our next newsletter will feature an appreciation of Sean and
his contribution to St Nicholas Montessori College Ireland

Cultural Memories
The culture subjects give the child a sense of belonging in the Universe and also teach them to have a great respect for
living things. They absorb the Earth’s story, they love and learn quickly about the Solar System and its planets, they get
excited about the dinosaurs (especially the boys!) and they adore doing experiments. We teach them all these wonderful
things in the Montessori class and hope that they go on to remember and use the information they have been taught.
A few years ago, I felt that some of the work we had done during the year could be forgotten unless it was documented
and treasured – something the children can keep and look back on for years to come. We started doing a Culture Work
Book. Each child had their own one and at the beginning of the year they were made with a cover page, the child’s name
on it and a few stickers representing what was inside.
We used different coloured A4 pages when mounting pictures which helped to make the booklet look more appealing.
We also put in some experiments. Sink & Float was one and what we did was have a
picture of each object we tried to sink / float and 2 boxes beside them. The children
put a tick or a cross in which ever box represented the answer.
Our continents map was also put in, a copy which the children coloured themselves.
On some of these the animals from each continent were put down the side and the
child could link it to the continent with a pencil and drawing a line.
At the end of the year the parents were thrilled to get back something that had been
kept & treasured in class for the year and will continue to be treasured throughout
that child’s life. I have found it is a wonderful way / tool in how to document these
amazing subjects taught in the Montessori class.
Members Meeting
Jill Mc Loughlin, BA Montessori Education

My Trip To Rotterdam: A Short Review
Rosemarie McGrath, Erasmus student, St Nicholas Montessori College Ireland.
Although there are clear educational benefits to be gained
from going on student Erasmus exchange, it is not the only
reason to take part. The course in itself gave me a different
perspective. It was more European and it was interesting
to compare two countries. Holland is a very modern and
multi-cultural place so you really get to see how they
established their state and constitution in a very open
minded and liberal manner.
The Erasmus Programme’s origins: Formalised in 1987,
the programme was named after the Dutch Renaissance
philosopher Desiderius Erasmus, who was a keen proponent
of pan-European study as a means to ensure that education
did not become dogmatic. By offering European students
the opportunity to experience a different education
system, the Erasmus programme hopes to encourage a
pluralistic approach to learning and consequently improve
the education available to all EU citizens.
I studied subjects such as Global Citizenship and
Multiculturalism, which really helped open my mind
to modern thinking and understanding of the future’s
Education System.The Erasmus experience certainly
improved my understanding of education and has helped
me in my approach to my third year of study in Montessori
education with confidence. Hogeschool Rotterdam is one
of the best colleges in Europe so the standard of teaching
and the standard of the students were really great so I have
improved greatly in critical thinking and essay formatting.
Nevertheless, it was outside the lecture environment
that I felt the biggest gains were made. I feel much more
comfortable now than I maybe would have perhaps at the
beginning because you really do have no choice but to come
out of your shell a bit more and take part in putting yourself
outside of your comfort zone.This personal development
side of Erasmus experience is certainly something that I

benefited from the programme. I feel I have matured and
gained better independence. Basically I have learned how
to do things independently for the first time by myself. I
didn’t have my normal support structures such as friends
and family to rely on.
A lot of the students in my class also had some great
travel opportunities. While in the Netherlands, you’re only
a short train ride away from another country and so a lot
of my classmates have gone home with some great travel
stories. Shauna and I visited other Erasmus students from
our class to Leuven, Belgium which was so much fun and
easy to do. When my parents visited, we went to visit the
AMI Headquarters in Amsterdam which was really special
for both me and my mother. She had her Montessori
school for over 40 years now and has devoted her life to
the Montessori principles with both her students and her
children. We also visited Montessori’s place of rest which
was in Noordwijk aan Zee so we really did see many places
in a short amount of time.
I cannot express enough how valuable this experience
was both for me personally and educationally. I have made
some really great friends who have all left me with open
invites to come visit them when I would like. I have grown
so much in such
a short amount
of time which
leaves me to
appreciate that I
am capable of so
much as a future
Montessori
teacher.
Culture & Sensorial Refresher Course

Let’s Start From the Very Beginning!
Opening my own Montessori School was something that I had always wanted to do. I completed my Higher Diploma
in Arts in Montessori Education in 2009 and was fortunate enough to get a job as a teaching assistant at St Nicholas
Montessori School. I was extremely happy in my position there so taking the leap and going out on my own was an
extremely scary thought.
Once I decided I was going to go for it, for me finding the right location was key in order to make my business a
success. So over the course of a few months I looked around different areas and premises. I knew that it would be
difficult to compete against other well established Montessori schools but I
think that’s something you come up against in any new business venture.
Personally I found having a well thought out business plan an invaluable
tool and I got some great advice from the staff at my local bank who were
more than willing to help me. This gave me a great foundation to work on.
I’m all for using as many free resources as possible and I called upon a few
people who had opened Montessori schools over the previous few years,
they were a minefield of information definitely and well worth making
contact. I also found getting advice from St Nicholas Montessori Society of
Ireland and engaging with the local childcare committee a great benefit.
Opening in September 2011 with only 5 children enrolled was a daunting
prospect but I persevered with the advertising and leaflet drops and the
numbers steadily increased.
I suppose what I would say is it takes a lot of hard work and determination,
but if you’re willing to put in the hours inside and outside the classroom it
can work. I’m sure it will take me a number of years to build the business
up, but hopefully I’ll get there!
Nicky Doyle, H. Dip. in Arts in Montessori, BA (Hons) Psychology
Arts & Crafts Workshop

ST. NICHOLAS MONTESSORI SCHOOL
The National Maritime Museum was officially reopened by President Michael D. Higgins in a ceremony in Dún
Laoghaire on Tuesday, 5th June 2012 .The museum is housed in the Mariners’ church dating from 1837.
The church was designed to meet the needs of the seafarers whose vessels
sought shelter in the harbour of Kingstown. The museum was closed for six
years while extensive renovation works were carried out.
A few days prior to the opening ceremony the children from St Nicholas
Montessori School were invited to visit the museum which is located directly
behind the school. St Nicholas Montessori School building was formally the
location of the Mariner’s School.
Following the visit some of the children were interviewed by ‘Morning
Ireland’ on RTE radio and eloquently discussed the artefacts they had seen.
On the day of the official opening the 9-12 year old children were requested
to form a guard of honour and to assist the President with the planting of a
commemorative holly tree in the grounds.
The Tree Planting Ceremony

Noreen Tierney Principal St. Nicholas Montessori School

What the members said!
Members Meeting – ‘Again tonight’s meeting will help me in the classroom
in particular when thinking about new children coming in September.’
Arts & Crafts – ‘I wanted to stay longer and was a bit sad when it was over’

Meeting Regulation 5 in the
Montessori Classroom

Meeting Regulation 5 in the Montessori Classroom –
‘Mina was extremely animated and made it all interesting. Very relevant Aistear
and Siolta links were highlighted. Found it much more interesting than I would
have expected’.
‘An excellent presentation, has given me confidence to speak for myself.’
Members Meeting

Helping the Child’s Understanding of
the Concept of Time

There are many activities
that can help children
become aware of and give an
understanding of the passage
of time and the language
and vocabulary of time
including calendars, weather Presentation
chart, nature table, clocks.
Information is presented in the form of a story and
involves the children in activity in many instances set out
in a timeline. The Timeline of a Day in the Life of a Child
develops an understanding of the order of the child’s day
and the passage of time. This is an important activity for
children from three years of age .
A Day in a Child’s Life
Materials: Two sets of pictures. Each picture shows a
child’s activity at hourly intervals from getting up in the
morning to going to bed. Each picture includes a clock
showing the time in prominent place. One set are in frieze
and the other set are loose.
Presentation: Place the frieze on mat on the floor and
discuss what is happening in each picture with the child.
Exercise: The child is then invited to match the loose
pictures to the control frieze. The
child can work with this activity
when he/she chooses. In time the
child lays out the loose pictures and
checks the order is correct using the
frieze
Control of Error: The frieze
Exercise
Mina Walsh.
BA in Humanities in Montessori Education M.Ed.

St Nicholas Montessori
College Ireland
On the 20th and 21st September 2012 the
Programmatic Review Meeting concluded with
permission to deliver the level 7 and level 8
programmes for the next 5 years. It was a very busy
summer for virtually everybody who gave of their time
and expertise throughout much of the summer.
Congratulations to one and all!
Declan McDonagh
Chairman of the Board

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS TO DECEMBER 2012
October 2012
8th Monday

Curriculum Planning & Record Keeping – Montessori County Network
Meeting–Galway

13th Saturday

Music - Workshop – Navan

16th Tuesday

Montessori Material Making Evening –Members Meeting – Dublin
AGM St Nicholas House, 16 Adelaide Street, Dunlaoghaire - Dublin

24th Wednesday Montessori Material Making Evening –Members Meeting –Dublin
November 2012
15th Thursday

Speech & Drama – Montessori County Network Meeting – Mayo

17th Saturday

Encouraging Positive Behaviour & Language – Workshop – Portlaoise

21st Wednesday

Meeting Regualtion 5 in the Montessori Classroom - Montessori County
Network Meeting - Kildare

26th Monday

Language – Montessori County Network Meeting – Limerick

29th Thursday

Language – Montessori County Network Meeting – Cork

December 2012
7th Thursday

St Nicholas Night – St Nicholas House –Dublin

